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Fishing Diaries Report from the 
Past Year For Honeoye Lake
By Pete Austerman Aquatic Biologist 

During the 2012-2013 fishing season, 22 diary 
cooperators reported 1,766 hours of fishing from 472 
fishing trips. A total of 3,141 game fish and 277 
panfish were reported caught. On average, anglers 
took 0.7 hours to catch one legal game fish (1.4 per 
hour). This is a very good catch which was largely 
driven by excellent largemouth bass fishing.

Black Bass

Largemouth bass continue to make up most of the 
game fish catch, representing 90% of all game fish 
caught. A total of 2,833 largemouth bass were caught 
and 324 were harvested. Anglers who were 
specifically targeting largemouth bass had an 
outstanding catch rate of 2.2 bass/hour. One 
individual angler diary cooperator was responsible 
for reporting 56% of the largemouth bass catch. Even 
when excluding this angler’s catch, the average catch 
rate was still very high at 1.3 bass/hour. Honeoye 
Lake continues to have one of the best catch rates for 
largemouth in the entire state.

Eighty-five percent of the largemouth bass caught 
were legal size (12 inches or larger). This is much 
higher than in past years. Largemouth bass in the 8 to 
12 inch size range were considerably less numerous 
than in previous years. The average length of 
largemouth bass with reported lengths was 13.1 
inches, which is identical to last year. Fifteen 
largemouth bass over 20 inches in length were 

reported, indicating that there is the occasional 
opportunity to catch a trophy bass in Honeoye Lake.

The number of smallmouth bass reported was down 
from last year. A total of 170 smallmouth bass were 
caught and five were harvested. Similar to last year, 
one angler was responsible for most of the 
smallmouth bass catch, accounting for 92% of the 
reported catch. The average length of smallmouth 
bass with reported lengths was 12.1 inches.

Walleye

This year 72 walleye were caught with 55 harvested. 
This is an improvement compared to last year. 
Anglers who were specifically targeting walleye had 
a catch rate of 0.43 walleye/hour. This catch rate is 
much higher than last year and well above the target 
for New York State waters (0.25 walleye/hour). This 
catch rate is inflated by a few anglers who caught a 
good number of walleye in a relatively short amount 
of time. Although this catch rate compares very well 
to past years, it is based on only 91 total hours of 
fishing in which anglers were targeting walleye.

Last year we reported that 20% of the angler diary 
walleye catch consisted of sub-legal walleye (< 15 
inches). It appears that some of those previously sub-
legal walleye grew to legal size and supported much 
of the walleye fishery during the 2012-13 season. 
Over 55% of the walleye catch was in the 15 to 18 
inch range. Unfortunately, only 6% of the catch 
consisted of sub-legal walleye, so there is some 
concern about the quality of walleye fishing in 
upcoming years.

Fishing Diaries (Con’t.) 



About Your HVA…
     The Honeoye Valley Association is a not-for-
profit volunteer organization that works in a variety 
of ways to protect and preserve the environmental 
quality of the Honeoye Lake watershed.
 To become a member (and receive this 
newsletter regularly), send $20  to  the HVA , PO 
Box 165, Honeoye, NY 14471.
  To contribute articles, letters or opinions for 
this newsletter, send them to the above address.
Visit us on our website at www.hvaweb.org .
  The HVA Board of Directors meets at  7 
p.m. on the second Wednesday  of the month, 
March through November. We meet at the United 
Church of Christ on Main Street.  All meetings are 
open.
The HVA Board of Directors:
       Hugh Turner  367-3522
       Frank Powell  367-2927
 Kay Luther  229-2315
       Helen Johnson   229-2273
 Terry Gronwall   367-3000
 Jack Starke  367-2079
 Don Bennett 229-2003
 Jerry Clearman 229-5498
 Don Cook 367-9293
       Ed Jackson             229-1090
      Amrut Patel  671-1484 

The lack of sub-legal size walleye suggests that 
recruitment has been poor in recent years. Our 
spring sampling in 2012 also indicated that the 
walleye population was substantially lower than it 
was in the early 2000’s. Stocking of 8.7 million 
walleye fry has continued each year. We are 
considering changing the walleye length limit from 
15 to 18 inches in Honeoye Lake and will be 
soliciting comments on this possible change in the 
near future. We feel that this would help build up 
the adult population by protecting walleye in the 15 
to 18 inch size range. Honeoye walleye can reach 
15 inches rather quickly but are relatively slow 
growing once they hit legal size. An 18 inch size 
limit could allow multiple successful year classes to 

build up the population to levels more typically seen 
in the past on Honeoye Lake.

On a positive note, the conditions for walleye fry 
survival have been good for the past two years with 
gradual water temperature increases in the weeks 
following stocking. If fry survival is good for 2012 
and 2013, these fish would have the potential to 
contribute to the fishery in about 3 to 4 years.

Chain Pickerel

Catch of chain pickerel increased was very similar to 
last year and was the sixth highest catch since the 
program began in 1989. The average length of 
harvested pickerel was 21.3 inches.

The data you provide is extremely helpful in tracking 
trends in the fishery on Honeoye Lake. We are 
always looking for additional diary cooperators. If 
you know anyone that is interested, please have them 
contact our office at 585-226-5343. Enjoy the rest of 
the fishing season.

HVA Supports and Participates 
in the Honeoye Lake Watershed 
Task Force
The Honeoye Valley Association is a voting member 
of the HLWTF and as such would like our members 
to become better acquainted with the make up and 
functioning of this important group. Therefore on the 
following pages we are reprinting their newsletter.

If you have any concerns or questions about this 
committee, please contact one of us.

Upcoming Nature Talks
Join Elaina Burns, on Saturday, November 23 from 
7:00-8:30 PM for a program on A Non-invasive 
Approach to River Otter Monitoring in the 
Finger Lakes Region of New York at the FLCC 
Muller Field Station, 6455 County Road 36, 
Honeoye, NY  14471
To make a reservation, please contact Nancy Lawson 
at 585-785-1257 or lawsonnk@flcc.edu 
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19TH ANNUAL NEW YORK STATE FEDERATION OF LAKE ASSOCIATIONS REGIONAL MEETING

AT MOONWINKS NEAR CUBA LAKE, NEW YORK

OCTOBER 19, 2014

Dave O. Brown presented his photos and videos of fascinating landscapes, plants and creatures 
from around the world. He will be presenting at 2014’s HVA Annual Meeting.

Dr. Sid Bosch presented on the improved conditions at Conesus Lake.

Over 50 people attended from lakes/watersheds in Western New York and the Finger 
Lakes. 11 Honeoye Valley residents attended.  Next year’s conference will be at 
Moonwinks near Cuba Lake on October 18, 2014.



Your 2013-2014 HVA Membership Renewal

Please renew your 2013-2014 HVA membership today. The HVA can only accomplish its 
mission of enhancing the quality of the environment and life experiences in and around 
Honeoye Lake through both your personal and financial support as a member. 

If you have already renewed your membership, we greatly appreciate your support for all of 
the HVA’s initiatives.

The Honeoye Valley Association is dedicated to protecting, preserving, and enhancing the 
quality of the environment and life experiences in and around Honeoye Lake. Through your 
membership the HVA can support activities like monitoring the lake water quality, supporting 
new water quality research activities, annual litter clean-up of over fifty miles of area roads, 
Finger Lakes Community College Environmental Conservation student scholarships, boat 
safety courses, signs displaying local boating laws, publishing the Grapevine, and serving as 
an advocate to other agencies for lake and watershed issues.

A large, diverse membership offers more viewpoints and assistance to various committees 
and projects. The membership year runs from July 1 through June 30 and the annual dues are 
$20 per membership.

If you have membership questions, suggestions, or need additional forms, please contact any 
Board member listed in the Grapevine, or write to us. More information is available at 
www.hvaweb.org. Thank you.

Detach and mail with your check:

Date: __________________________

       Individual ($20)   New Member   Renewal    Extra donation for water quality projects  $___

Lake Mailing

Name : E-Mail:

Address: Address:

City: City:

State:                                   Zip: State:                                Zip:

Phone: Phone

I would also like to be involved with the committees circled below:

Aquatic Vegetation� Membership Drive� Board of Directors
Boat & Safety� Publishing� Fish & Wildlife
Stream Monitoring� Litter Control


